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Filmmaker Karen Madar is the latest recipient of the fellowship 
established by the PGA to honor the legendary producer.

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY  
OF DEBRA HILL

In October, Karen Madar—a dual MBA/MFA graduate from 
NYU Stern and Tisch—was named the 15th recipient of 
the PGA’s Debra Hill Fellowship. Madar’s selection was 

announced during a reception at UTA in Beverly Hills by 
producers Deniese Davis and Lucienne Papon, who led the 
selection process. 

Debra Hill was best known for her groundbreaking work 
producing and cowriting Halloween, which remains one of 
the most profitable independent films of all time. Hill was 
passionate about uplifting and mentoring the next generation 
of aspiring producers. She was also an advocate for producers’ 
creative rights, female representation in entertainment and 
environmental issues. 

After her passing in 2005, the Producers Guild of America 
Foundation established the Debra Hill Fellowship to honor her 
legacy by inspiring emerging producers.

Both Davis and Papon are prior recipients of the fellowship. 
Since their wins, Davis went on to become the founder-CEO 
of Reform Media Group and to produce Insecure, A Black Lady 
Sketch Show, and Rap Sh!t, while Papon held SVP and EVP 
positions at ITV Studios America before becoming president 
of Loopdilu Ventures.

The fellowship continues a record of distinction for 
Madar’s career as a producer. She received the Tisch Media 
Services Producing Award in 2022 for her graduate film 
portfolio, which included Skin Can Breathe, directed by 
Chheangkea, and Let, directed by Alyssa Loh. The former was 
a winner of HBO’s Asian Pacific American Visionaries award 
and was streamed on Max; the latter world-premiered at the 
2024 SXSW film festival. 

Madar is currently in postproduction on a new short film by 
Chheangkea while developing the director’s first feature, Little 
Phnom Penh. She is also in postproduction on director Pepi 
Ginsberg’s short film Wassupkaylee.

Prior to moving to New York, Madar graduated with a BSc 
in Politics and History from the London School of Economics. 
She began her film career working at a production company in 
Paris, gaining further experience as an associate producer on 
the feature film Sisters in Arms by Caroline Fourest.

Madar is driven 
by the creative goal 
of making films that 
resonate on a human 
level while introducing 
audiences to unfamiliar 
people, places, stories 
and societies. 

As the recipient 
of the Debra Hill 
Fellowship, Madar 
will receive a $5,000 
grant to support her 
filmmaking. She will 
also receive a $2,500 
travel certificate 
from Delta Air Lines, 
a valued sponsor 
of the PGA, and a 
complimentary pass to 
the 2025 Produced By 
Conference. ¢
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